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Nostrand
buses on
fast track

BY HELEM KLEIN
By the middle of 2002, com-
mutars whionse the Nostrand Av-
eniin bus Cnald be harreling altng
thi sirip ata whoppdng 11 mgh,
Thit’s wihen the MTA plans
to faumch bos rapid transit on the
avenus, wWith fhe goal of making
reiers! daily commutes lsis of &
burden. ;
Clrrehtly, buses on the thie-

okghfare travel af aboul eight | |

mph, said MTA reprosentat

Diminique MeAfee during n | |

mesting with Conmunicy Board
4's Transpartation Commitias it
the board offioe af East 15 Street
bl Avenitie Hi

Thet BRT will refplace the éx
tating limitsd servige on the B-44,
and will run southbound on Mos-
m.nd Avene and norihbound

on- Rogers. Avenul sald Hoberl
Thompsan, senior project man:
aget for the Depkrtment of Trans-
portation, which iz working oo
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School’s too rich for programs

BY. SI‘EPHEII WITT |priograme st TS 269 (o Nostrand Av

Tt city Is uhittering & mich. enue between Fobter and Farcig

needed affersohionl program in Esnt  evenues) will be el i fend for them

) Flattsh heosuse (he selghborhood  sefves beginning noxt year

m‘tdemnadpbdrmum wiustity its U don't krow what 'l da withot

Exietemn, At said Manuets Vega, who has twe

As 0 result, more than 200 sie  of her [ur kids in the progcam, “T'r
liemts whio e the Out-of-School Tiine Continged on Page §
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Vox pox: Tax man shutters
Ditmas Park coffeehouse - again

BY STEPHEM WITT .

For the =écond time
in less than six months,
a quirky, selfstyled  pevo-
lutionary, coffeshouse in
Ditmas Park hos bean shut
lerad by the laxman,

+ ¥ox' Pop, " tha' book-
atare, eatery, and jam space
on Cortelyon Road botwoan
working class Kensington

cand hip Ditmas Pork was
‘peadincked on Tussday night

by state tax offfeials who
alappad the drecded word
"SETEED" dn the front med:
al'sscurity gate; claiming
that the eiffeohouss owes
BE6,N00 in tagey,

“The - tex  superyizor.

jJuet tobd me that if we give
him $150M wp. front amrd
#1000 a month afler that he
wioubd sflow us to reopen.!
8 Db Hyan, whe took
over the café/community
zenter from former owner
Sander Hicks a litte more
then 5 yesr ago. .
Hicks, the parttime
anarchist, parttime gu-
bernatorial candidate and

full-time conspiracy theory -

publisher;, fatled to do that
most patriofic of things:
pay his taxes.

Ryan, along with some
190 like-minded investors,

| ] i

Dehj Biyall, header af Ehe Yas Pog 2affie shop/colieciive, which was
once again shuttesed by tax sulhoritees,

Community Newspaper Group / Stephen Witt

ended 5 buying out Hieks,
bt temiined saddled with
histex dent And in Decsm
fer, the siale shuttered the
literaty haont for owing
$36,000.

Fynn paid $10,000 10

the state to rEopen in Jan-
ary, and has cut deals with
the landlord, venders and
employees to slowly pay off
other debts.

Hut  hit  payment
wasn't enough to keep the

U speak with the shire-
ty.and the board, and we'll

taxmen al-bay — hecause
the interest and penaltles
on Hick's: remaining debi
s ballooned, Now: Ryan
Is again brainstorming fop
# Wiy i0 come up with e
BL5,000 to reopen.
T'mosure b will 6t
vilve ‘o fundeaiser effort.
We tad one planned: for
May 25, bt we'tl have to
hiEve bne sooner 1o el the
plsce reopened " said fyan.

holders from the communl

figure out the most logical
slepsahead”

. Btate Dopurtment of
Tax and Finance spoles
man Brad Maline refused
oo int. citing privicy
restrictions,

o Meighbors zaid - that
Thuy hope the quirky eoffie
ship will reopen spon;
“Miyhe they Just can.
oot make the money ~ said
Haul [sgsetto, wha has
worked at George's Restan
rant around the corner on
Coney Island Avenue for
over 20 years. “We're a 24-
hour place, and they have
thieze bands. T ghess’ (it
cost money, [1's just one of
those things. ['flon't think
itsneghigence

Fast buses

Continued from Pgge 1

the plan with {ha MTA.
Local servics on ' (e
line will remain’ the same,
utilizing New York Avenug
for  narthbound  servige
abong the streich between
Farragut Foad and Fulton

‘Strest, whare Nostrand Ay

108 & one-way thorough.
lare, heading sulith:
In 8ll, said MeAfea,

based on the first BRT opar-

aling along Fordham Hoad
imthe Bronx since 2008, the
MTA estimates that Taunch-
ing the service slong the
Hostrand Avinle corridir
will ‘ent dovn an ayersge
commute by ahout' 20 per
cent; this, 8 gommate that
bt previously taken an
beotsr would take 48 minulos
with BRT in operalion.

| "We have the opporiy.
nityito do somathing really
good here,” McAfiee saud,
How iz {hirl achieved?
In part. it's by ratucing the
amount of time spent wait-
ing af red lights by oquip-
Ping buses with a micha-
nism to'change tights to
grean s well as by etiml

nating delayy ficed by bus- !

ez rving to pailaway from
the curh by creating a dedl-
cated hos Jape on the right
of the strep duclng busy

‘waskday hours The lane
will only be open Lo cars

maERINg right firmg.
In addition; HRT pas-

sengers buy tickses hafore

they, board, ‘a0 DESSENEREY
dui'l have 1o swipe (heir
MetroCard before board-
ing.

Hicouse the skléwalk
bumps out to meet the bos

lane gt all AT stops, thers

1¢ added waiting room for

passongers within shelters
white fare machines are
located,

To make op for the
loss of the lane during busy
times; the Ling closest b
the eUrh oo e el side of
thi sireat would T o mov:
ingtraffic laneduring peak
hours, Thismpson said

That " shift - sparked
concern’ amang those who

-attengded the mesting, who

puinted b the Blogk of

Noatrand Avenus betwesn

Glenwnod: Road -and” Flat-
bush Avenue a5 o potertial
enaubiook o e Success of
the plitn. Even now, despite

reguiations against park:

ing there, "Tts a horror
Eeiting down the ztreet™
contended CB 14 member
Marzhall Tarmes.

Resident Conmie (Gosy
agroed,

“ o binck and focthoall
the time,” she said ' ora-

‘alsn take the opportanity

‘evaluating the timing of

Zy around the Junction,”
 Besidents feared that
withoutpolice interventinon,
the plan would backfire

It woald never work
without  strict  enfooie-
ment® added Morris Saeks,
the cammpilbes ¢hair,

Hotonly will thars be
enforooment, said Jossph
Barr, the director of tras-
st development for the
Department of Transpor-
tatian, but the spency will

provided by the  institu-
fion of BRT to reeratoate
the carridor in general,

traffic lighls and whether
Avéas that dow't currently
have parking meters conkd
benntil from thelr insizils.
tion.

I think-you'll sén (-
Provemen| not just for bus
£ but for peneril traffic os
well* Berrsaid

Programs

| Cinfinmig from o
aeingle parenl with g fll-

time job and'con’t afford to-
BaY for an aftersehoal pro.

Eram. It golng fo be very
difficult™

. But thaose ' difficulties-:
Aaren't diffleult anough, says

theet ity
According o Depuri-
ment of Youth and Divel
opment  gpokesman Ryan
Dideee, the program, which
provides extra el id Home-
v{m_‘kalnnzwlth'mm_ksmﬂ
other activitles in schodls
from 230 tntil & pm, and the

Summier program,  which
rung” in’ Joby and Al

Tive days a weel from ¢ am
to's pm will continue dniy
in the mostpeeded negh-
borhinnds:

"IWa) exemined nor
enlire portfulin and. sought
o preserve programs tha:
serve the needs of working
parents of youth residing in
high-need areas hesaid,

cao-the eltyiwill out 33
afler school programe city-
wide, with nine in Brook-
tyn getting the axe, ud 51
middle sehool simmer pro-
prams - including 115 in
Brocldyn — saving o totelof
7.5 million,

But - Chrsitie Hodg-
kins, program director for
CAMEA,  the non-profic
orgEnization that rins the
aftarschoul program, said
the school 4 in a heayily im-
migtant neighbarhood with
more than hall the stuzdents
directlyaftacted by the Hai
t eart ke,

‘P8 HA s literally a
half -block oulside & high-
need areat gald Hodglins,
~This i ‘ot the ' poareat
neighborhood in Broolklyn,
Bt it is worklng poge”

And the cits hos-par
ants llie Vegn searching i
answers on fnding a places
forthisir children to go after
schonl white they finish the
wark day.

“The afterschool pro:
Bramis 8 vary safe coviron-
ment. I is superylsed and
they help my kids with their
bumevmrk,” said Vega, “AlT
1 Reep thinking about’ s
wiit'sm T gelng o do with
my chilldren aftar schonl
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